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Topic: This is Me! Phase: KS1 Strand: Toys from the Past

What should I already know?
• The names of toys I have at home
• What materials some toys are made from 
• That things were different in the past (Year 2 to 

make links to houses and homes, Fire of London 
and Explorers) 

• Recall toys they used to play with when they were 
younger 

At the end of the unit, I will be able to: 

• Sequence some objects in order of time, using words 
and phrases related to toys and the past

• Tell the difference between past and present in our 
own lives

• Listen to eye-witness accounts from grandparents, 
• Begin to suggest why something might be different
• Identify and recount some details from the past 

from pictures and stories
• Find answers to simple questions about the past by 

using source material
• draw labelled diagrams and write about them to 

tell others about objects from the past. 

Key information

How long have 
toys existed?

Toys have been around for thousands of 
years. The first toys were made from rocks, 
stone and string.

What are toys 
used for?

Toys can be lots of fun! You can play with 
them on your own, with a friend or with 
lots of people.

What materials 
are toys made 
from?

Toys have been made from paper, metal, 
plastic, wood and soft materials like cotton 
or wool.

How are modern 
toys different?

Lots of modern toys use electricity to work.

We are MANOR! 
As Historians we will … 

Manners Share ideas, celebrate good work, 
value others’ contributions, or 
discussions and debates. 

Aspiration Learn about the significance of 
Victorian toys,  inventions and 
technology and how these ideas 
impact on our lives today. Develop our 
own aspiration by learning about 
achievements in the past. 

Nurture Recognise about mutual respect and 
how to  acknowledge the feelings of 
others from the past. Learn how 
Victorian children played with their 
friends and cared for their toys. 

Open-
Mindedness

Learn about the world around us, the 
people, lifestyles, stories about toys in 
the past, see the world through sources 
of evidence and become independent 
thinkers. 

Resilience Understand how to make connections 
with the past and challenge ourselves 
to be persistent and learn more 
through research investigations which 
stimulate and motivate us. 



Some differences between old and new toys Victorian Toys 
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Toys from the Past Quiz 

Question Answer 

1 What were the first toys 
made from?

2 What toy was invented in 
1989? 

3 How were old toys made?

4 What games did Victorian 
children play outside?

5 What is your favourite toy 
and why?

Vocabulary

ancient Very old, made a long time ago.

modern New, made recently.

material What the toy is made from. 

wooden 
toys

A toy made from wood, like old boats 
and train sets.

paper toys A toy made from paper, like windmills.

metal toys
A toy made from metal, like toy 
soldiers and spinning wheels.

plastic toys
A toy made from plastic, like new dolls, 
cars and modern toys.

Victorian 
toys

Toys made and played with when 
Queen Victoria ruled the country.


